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Abstract: This study aims to explain the policy of relocating Indonesia's capital 
city from the perspective of political support in parliament and public response 
on Twitter. This research used a qualitative method with a case study approach. 
The findings revealed that the policy of relocating the National Capital (IKN) in 
quantity has received dominant political support in parliament. Eight of the nine 
political parties with parliament seats agreed to approve the policy. However, at 
the beginning of the plan to relocate the national capital, the government, as the 
initiator of the approach, has yet to gain political support in parliament and has 
minimal communication with the public. Thus, the relocating policy caused a 
powerful polemic among the people, even in the vortex of the parliamentary elite. 
Interestingly, the public response on Twitter, content, and narratives turned 
predominantly positive after circulating explanations from the government 
regarding the policy. So, public policy and communication are closely related; 
both must go hand in hand. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The national capital relocation is a controversial and significant policy that President Joko 

Widodo took at the end of his term. This policy raises questions and debates for the public. 
However, this situation did not stop President Joko Widodo’s serious attempt to realize this 
policy. On January 18, 2022, the House of Representatives of the Republic of Indonesia (DPR RI) 
and the government officially passed the Draft Law (RUU) on the National Capital City (IKN) of 
the Archipelago into Law (Nainggolan, 2022). It is a concrete step in President Joko Widodo's 
policy of moving the IKN. Previously, on August 26, 2019, the plan to move the IKN was officially 
announced by Joko Widodo at a press conference at the State Palace. Then, President Joko Widodo 
also announced East Kalimantan Province as the location of the IKN Nusantara, precisely, as parts 
of North Penajam Paser Regency and elements of Kutai Kartanegara Regency (Putri, 2022).  

Historically, the idea of relocating the country's capital was first proposed by Indonesia's 
first president Soekarno on July 17, 1957. Soekarno chose Palangkaraya as the capital city because 
it was located in the center of the Indonesian archipelago and had a large area. Soekarno also 
wanted to show the world that Indonesia could build a modern capital city. Soekarno's idea was 
never realized. Instead, President Soekarno established Jakarta as Indonesia's national capital 
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with Law Number 10 of 1964, dated June 22, 1964. During the New Order era in the 1990s, there 
was also a discourse on moving the national capital to Jonggol. 

Meanwhile, during President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono's presidency, the relocation 
discourse reappeared due to the congestion and flooding that hit Jakarta. However, this idea was 
again seriously worked on by President Joko Widodo. On April 29, 2019, President Joko Widodo 
moved the capital out of Java, included in the 2020-2024 State Medium-Term Development Plan 
(RPJMN) (Ayundari, 2022).  

The urgency of moving the national capital was taken by President Joko Widodo, first to 
face future challenges. By Indonesia's Vision 2045, called Advanced Indonesia, Indonesia's 
economy will enter the top 5 in the world in 2045. That year, the estimated Gross domestic 
product (GDP) per capita was US$ 23,119. In 2036, Indonesia will exit the middle-income trap. 
Therefore, economic transformation is needed to achieve Indonesia's Vision 2045. Economic 
change is supported by industrial downstream by utilizing human resources, infrastructure, 
regulatory simplification, and bureaucratic reform starting from 2020-2024. Therefore, IKN is 
needed to support and encourage this economic transformation (Ernawati et al., 2022). Second, 
IKN must encourage inclusive and equitable economic growth, including in Eastern Indonesia. So 
far, Jakarta and its surroundings are famous as the center of everything (government, politics, 
industry, trade, investment, technology, culture, and others). Unsurprisingly, the circulation of 
money in Jakarta reaches 70 percent in only 664.01 km² or 0.003 percent of Indonesia's total land 
area of 1,919,440 km². Its population is 10.56 million or 3.9 percent of Indonesia's 270.20 million 
(2020 data), leading to uneven development and welfare in Indonesia. Development is 
centralized in Jakarta and Java.  

This condition is unsuitable for Indonesia's economic growth, which is expected to be 
sustainable, needs to optimally utilize regional potential, support justice between regions, and be 
vulnerable to national unity (Ernawati et al., 2022). Third, the objective condition of Jakarta is no 
longer suitable as IKN, as seen from the "burden" that Jakarta must bear, among others: 
population density of 16,704 people/km² while Indonesia's population density is only 141 
people/km². Jakarta's congestion was the 10th most congested city in the world in 2019, although 
it decreased to 31 out of 416 major cities in 57 countries in 2020 (TomTom Traffic Index). 
Environmental and geological problems have been acute, including floods that hit Jakarta yearly 
and land subsidence, resulting in parts of Jakarta below sea level (Purnama & Chotib, 2023). 

The relocation policy of IKN has drawn many pros and cons, both among the political elite 
and the public. The different views are spreading in the real world and on social media, especially 
Twitter. Opponents have put forward several arguments, mainly about the urgency of moving the 
capital city despite Indonesia's high poverty rate. Secondly, there are other priorities besides 
moving the capital city to address national strategic issues. Third, there are accusations of only 
working on infrastructure projects. Fourth, it is highly political. Fifth, in-depth academic research 
is needed, especially from a constitutional perspective. For example, the 1945 Constitution states 
that the capital city is the place of decision-making for all Indonesians. The People's Consultative 
Assembly (MPR) is held in the provincial capital with state funds provided by state institutions 
Being used and Monitored by a capital-based institution, namely the Supreme Audit Agency (BPK) 
(Anam, 2022). 

The pros also argue that Java's demographic distortions have caused environmental 
damage, leading to drinking water crises, floods, and landslides. The second is labor productivity. 
State Civil Servants and non-ASNs living in Jakarta's buffer zone are overworked and stressed at 
the same time. The third is equitable development of the archipelago. Fourth, it will create new 
metropolitan cities that positively impact the business world and investment—fifth, efficiency. 
The new capital city will adopt the brilliant city concept, using electric vehicle transportation and 
others. Sixth, Java is prone to disasters that can occur at any time, such as earthquakes and 
tsunamis (Duryat, 2022). 

The IKN relocation policy has become a polemic. It is essential to examine more deeply how 
elite politics support this matter. Since the public policy taken by the president as an executive is 
also directly related to the political dynamics in the parliament or legislature, the response from 
the community is no less critical. Later, the community will be the natural element that will 
receive the impact of public policies taken by the government. Furthermore, social media is now 
a new world for people constantly using the internet. Social media is a means to express opinions 
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and communicate with others and groups (Gonca Guzel Sahin & Sengün, 2015). Twitter provides 
facilities to respond to all events according to their wishes. Twitter is an expansive chat room for 
people today (Enli, 2017). Therefore, this research is significant because it seeks to see the 
political support of the parliamentary elite and the public response on Twitter related to the 
policy of moving the capital city. 

Many studies are relevant to the theme of this research. (Shalih et al., 2018) explained the 
readiness of the Central Kalimantan Government to move the IKN. Then, (Yahya, 2018) analyzed 
Central Kalimantan's discourse as Indonesia's capital. Furthermore, (Hutasoit, 2018) explained 
the address of moving federal money, which is always discussed yearly. Moreover, (Aditya & 
Fuadi, 2021) identified and analyzed the history of regulatory legal arrangements in Indonesia, 
efforts to improve the quality of regulations in Indonesia, and conceptualize a comprehensive law 
on relocating the national capital. (Nahak, 2019) investigated the impact of the agricultural law 
on relocating the national capital to East Kalimantan. Based on community expectations and local 
wisdom about moving the national money to East Kalimantan in the agricultural law for 
investment. Meanwhile, (Taufiq, 2020) assumed that new growth centers of national importance 
would emerge outside Java; he found an opportunity to create economic parity through the capital 
relocation policy. Migration flows, investment, and internal and external connections make it 
possible. 

Therefore, several previous studies relevant to this research can be grouped into discourse, 
readiness, law, and economic impact. However, no one has comprehensively explained the policy 
of relocating Indonesia's capital city from a political and social perspective. Therefore, the novelty 
of this research is that it focuses more on parliamentary political support and public response on 
Twitter. Hence, this study aims to explain the policy of relocating Indonesia's capital city from 
political support in parliament and public response on Twitter. 

  
RESEARCH METHOD 

This research method used was qualitative with a case study approach. The data was 
collected through library studies and Twitter analysis, while the sources came from credible online 
news such as kompas.com, Tempo.com, cnnindonesia.com, liputan6.com, detiknews.com, and 
relevant journal articles. Then this research also used data on trending hashtags on Twitter related 
to the policy of capital city relocation. The source hashtags used included 
#PindahIbukotauntuksiapa, #IKN, #iknnusantara, #IKNSejahterakanIndonesia, and 
#Pindahibukota. This research used descriptive analysis techniques: data collection and 
processing, data selection, inter-variable analysis, data verification, and interpretation and 
conclusion drawing.  

This research also used Nvivo 12 plus software from Twiter as a data analysis tool. Nvivo 12 
plus software facilitates academic researchers' analysis of qualitative data. Using software in 
research aims to analyze data, which is displayed effectively as attractive images. So the authors 
could interpret the findings and read them better (Zamawe, 2015). The features used in Nvivo 12 
plus were chart analysis and word frequency. The flow of data analysis using Nvivo 12 plus was 
first to capture the hashtags selected from Twitter, then to import the data results into the Nvivo 
12 plus software, auto-code the captured file, use chart analysis to get the content contained in the 
hashtags, to get the narrative contained in the hashtags through the word frequency feature is 
used. Figure 1 shows the flow of this research. 
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Figure 1. Research flow 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Analysis of Parliamentary Political Support  

The capital city is the center of government, allowing it to become a symbol of the nation, 
and the people behind it can control the government at the national level. It is also the center of 
the national economy and government. Therefore, most countries try to make money a symbol of 
the dynamism of social and economic life, attract foreign investors, and increase the country's 
productivity (Ramadhan, 2020). The Indonesian government's policy of relocating the IKN has 
drawn several criticisms. Some aspects that have been criticized include the first relating to 
regulations. Yandris Santo, a House of Representatives Commission II member of the National 
Mandate Party (PAN) faction, said that the relocation can only be done if a law is passed. 
Development is illegal if the government continues to do so before passing the law. 

Second, on the budget, Guerindra Party Faction Chairman Eddie Prabowo said his party 
opposes the government's plan to include the private sector in the financing plan to construct 
Indonesia's new capital city in East Kalimantan Province. Penajam Paser and parts of Kutai 
Kartanegara must be sourced from the State Budget (APBN). Third was reported by the Mining 
Advocacy Network (JATAM), which suspects Prabowo Subianto's political compensation after the 
2019 presidential election is behind the plan to move the capital to East Kalimantan. JATAM East 
Kalimantan Dinomist Pradharma Lupan said that most of the land in North Penyam Pasar 
Province, especially in Sepak District, is managed by PT ITCI Hutani Manunggal IKU and ITCI 
Kartika Utama. Prabowo and Hashim Djojohadikusumo named the two companies holding forest 
property rights (HPH) as the central commissioners (Erdianto, 2019). 

Nevertheless, when the IKN relocation policy was passed into law, it received dominant 
political support from the parliament, inseparable from the government coalition in parliament, 
which was prominent during the 2019 presidential election. According to President Joko Widodo, 
the policy has received political support from the parliament because the House of 
Representatives of the Republic of Indonesia (DPR RI) has approved the idea with eight factions. 
Therefore, the policy cannot or no longer needs to be opposed again (Noviansyah, 2022). The 
Prosperous Justice Party (PKS) faction is the only parliamentary faction that rejects the draft law 
(RUU) on IKN into law. The parties that approved the IKN law were the PDIP, PPP, Nasdem, Golkar, 
Democrat, PKB, PAN, and Gerindra factions (Rijal, 2022). 

The Chairman of Bappenas, Bambang Brodjonegoro, said that political support is essential 
to ensure the implementation of the IKN relocation plan. However, the term of government is 
limited to five years (Akbar, 2019).  The political dimension of the government's policy towards 
the national capital has an interrelated content, such as separating the center of government and 
economy as a symbol of national identity and party political map. With corporate government and 
the government's political capacity, the relocating policy must be implemented clearly at each 
stage. The fundamental point concerns the need for a transition period from Jakarta to the East 
Kalimantan. It requires strong political leadership, even at the city manager level within the IKN 
body. 
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The need for IKN leadership stems from the fact that IKN's responsibilities and 
administrative powers deal with not only the technical issues of the city government but also the 
political interests of partisan political organizations and entrepreneurs with solid networks 
(Prayudi, 2020). Most broadly, the corporate conceptions of government and people provide an 
alternative to the dichotomous view of state and individual. Corporate theory's critical role in 
constitutionalism warns against trying to understand our polity solely regarding the individual 
and the sovereign. In the sovereign's power, corporate theory offers an idea of a legal association. 
In individual isolation, the corporation provides an additional group that mediates between the 
individual and the government (Jackson, 2020). Thus, the relocating policy is no longer a matter of 
the government as a policy maker and with the community as a recipient. There should be 
corporate involvement, in this case, private entrepreneurs with economic and otherwise interests. 
Moreover, the basic political capacity of government explains how the ability of power holders to 
control the interest side. The political capacity of the government is related to making regulations 
to determine these interests (Kugler, 2018; Kugler & Arbetman, 2018; Pinson, 2002). 

The relocation of IKN is a public policy to overcome the various problems faced by DKI 
Jakarta. This general policy requires formal ratification through laws, regulations, government 
decisions, and action programs. Given the many actors in formulating public policies, public 
policies have generated controversy. The actors involved usually have different interests that must 
be met (Pülzl & Treib, 2017).   For successful policy implementation, the policy development stage 
must be taken seriously, considering the voices of all stakeholders. The formulation stage is an 
essential stage of the policy process. Poor policy development leads to failed implementation 
(John, 2013). This formulation stage involves agenda-setting (problem recognition) and proposing 
possible solutions (Howlett & Cashore, 2014). 

The policy of relocating the national capital, which has become a polemic, should be 
discussed more in the public domain. News about IKN mostly comes directly from the government. 
The public participation process is fictitious, indicated by determining where the local community 
is uninvolved and only informed (R. S. Hamdani, 2020). Community leaders welcomed the plan to 
move IKN to their area. However, the civil society coalition said that moving IKN to Kalimantan 
would damage the ecosystem, and a new IKN would be placed, impacting people who depend on 
the land (Katharina, R. 2021). 

Therefore, the government's policy at the beginning of the plan went smoothly due to 
minimal public involvement and political support in parliament, which is also still dynamic. Then, 
in the extreme, even the initial plan to move IKN became a polemic, both politically and in the 
community. However, with the passage of time and communication that began to run smoothly 
with the parliament, political support in parliament was obtained. Then, the IKN law was passed 
by the DPR together with the government. So, public policy must get political support from its 
partners; the government needs political help from parliament to continue moving IKN to East 
Kalimantan. 

Interesting discussion material that needs further discussion is related to the parliamentary 
formations that approve and disapprove of the IKN law. The Prosperous Justice Party (PKS) was 
the only party not supporting the relocation policy. PKS has been a consistent party to be outside 
the government so far. PKS has been a constant party outside Joko Widodo's government for two 
periods. Thus, the government's policy of moving the capital city became the center of criticism for 
PKS. PKS considers that the plan to move to the new capital city in the first semester of 2024 is still 
too early amid the economic crisis due to the COVID-19 pandemic. PKS estimates that moving to 
the new capital city will take a long time. It mainly builds basic facilities such as water sources, 
roads, and bridges to settlements. Financing the new capital city requires a state budget of at least 
Rp 90 trillion. This condition is impossible because the country's economy is sluggish due to the 
pandemic  (CNN Indonesia, 2022). 

Interestingly, the Democratic Party is the party that agrees to the policy of relocation of the 
capital city even though its position is not part of the coalition of the government. The Democratic 
party has its considerations in approving the law on IKN. In a parliament meeting to ratify the IKN 
law, the Democratic Party agreed by inserting several important notes. These notes first 
emphasize that the government prioritizes the needs of the people. In this case, these priorities 
include social, transportation, and health facilities. Secondly, the policy must think about 
environmental planning. The important note is not to let environmental and land issues become 
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severe problems in the future. Residents become foreigners in their area due to the influx of new 
people in the new capital city area. Third, the IKN Nusantara's relocation policy must aim at 
citizens' interests, not personal or group interests (Safitri, 2022). 

Opposition is an essential instrument in the political-legal system that functions in the 
parliament or legislature. There is no doubt that great expectations are placed on the role of the 
checks and balances system, as the majority vote balances policies in favor of the government 
(coalition parties). Of course, as a minority that determines the direction and policies of the 
opposition, the opposition must be able to make concrete steps so that its presence becomes a 
counterweight to produce good results from the people in the government, starting with critical 
initiatives that can provide policies (Effendi, 2022).  The word ‘opposition’ cannot be separated 
from the country's democratic system. In other words, democracy underlies the presence of 
opposition. Of course, as a democratic country, Indonesia gives its citizens the right to criticize 
existing policies if they are considered fair to them. So that opposition political parties can freely 
attack and propose  (Effendi, 2022). 
 
Content Analysis of Public Response on Twitter 

Twitter allows users to post any 140-word event, known as a tweet. These tweets can be 
published through third-party applications such as Facebook, email, and websites  (Fatanti, 
2014). Two types of relationships are built on Twitter. The first is being able to know who is 
uploading information to Twitter. Second, being followed is when a person is followed by several 
other accounts on their Twitter account (Small, 2010).   Figure 2 displays the content of Twitter 
users' public responses regarding the policy of moving the National Capital City. Figure 2 shows 
results from Nvivo 12 plus analysis with the chart feature. This figure explains the content in 
#PindahIbukotauntuksiapa, #IKN, #iknnusantara, #IKNSejahterakanIndonesia, and 
#Pindahibukota. 
 

 
Figure 2. Content on Twitter about the policy of relocating the National Capital City 

Source: Nvivo 12 plus chart analysis features, (2022) 

 

Figure 2 shows that #IKNSejejahterakanIndonesia is the most dominant in each content. 
#IKNSejahteraterakanIndonesia has a percentage of 98.1%. At the same time, the others are only 
under 2%. #IKNSejterakanIndonesia is dominant from other hashtags in talking about the 
purpose of moving the capital. Then, in the motive for moving the capital city, 
#IKNSejejahterakanIndonesia is also dominant, with 99%. These hashtags talk about the motives 
for moving the capital city on Twitter. 
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President Joko Widodo explained the primary purpose and reason for moving the capital 
city: spur equity and justice outside Java because the wave of economic activity is currently 
concentrated in Jakarta and Java, causing Java Island to grow dense and creating disparities with 
non-Java islands. Inequality will only worsen without serious efforts  (Kominfo, 2019). However, 
this motive is debatable because it is not strong enough to be used as a basis for relocating IKN. 
According to NTU Singapore Associate Professor Prof. Zulfikar Amir, there is no good model for 
moving IKN from DKI Jakarta to East Kalimantan, where various industries, educational 
institutions, and so on are still in Java. So if the economy is the reason, it will take a very long time 
for development and progress in the new capital later because everything will be rebuilt again, 
industrially and in the economic environment (Aditya & Fuadi, 2021). Moreover, (Herdiana, 
2020) explained the conditions for the successful relocation of Indonesia's national capital, 
visionary leadership and consistency of commitment, the comprehensive rule of law, 
Participatory and accommodative planning process, Professional human resources, Cultural 
characteristics, and openness of local communities, Government organizational culture and social 
values. 

Furthermore, in supporting the relocation of the capital city, #IKNSejejahterakanIndonesia 
also dominates with 99%. In these hashtags, the content is primarily positive in viewing the 
relocation of the capital city. These hashtags also talk about the goals and motives for moving the 
IKN. It directly educates the public, especially Twitter users, on the urgency of moving IKN. This 
finding is interesting because, in layperson's terms, the policy of relocating IKN is controversial 
in the community, but naturally, it is proven that people who support IKN also dominate. 
Therefore, socialization with the public regarding the urgency of moving the IKN is essential for 
the government. Polemics in the community result from ignorance about the policy. (Katharina, 
R. 2021) found that at the beginning of the IKN relocation policy plan, communication was only 
carried out in one direction by the government. Then, the government needed to be more robust 
in mobilizing public participation and the DPR. 

Furthermore, in the impact of moving the capital city #IKNS, the welfare of Indonesia has 
the highest number, with 99%. Similarly, public expectations that #IKNSimprosperity for 
Indonesia is the highest at 99%. The relocation of IKN to a new location is expected to positively 
impact the community's welfare. This hope for the future aligns with the government's intention 
behind the policy. One of the realizations of implementing public interest is public services 
organized by the state and implemented by the State Civil Service Agency (ASN). Good public 
services reflect the level of competence and professionalism of ASN, which is formed and 
improved through competency development. Especially in ASN capacity development, the 
positive impact of IKN transfer is also expected. ASN capability development has only been 
concentrated in Java, but after the transfer of IKN, equal rights can be expected in the future 
(Soantahon, 2022). 

Then, the transfer of IKN is based on the Special Capital Region (DKI) Jakarta, which now 
bears the burden of being the center of government and business. The IKN transfer has the 
potential to boost the country's economic growth while keeping inflation low. In addition, 
developing industrial estates with downstream value chains will increase people's income, 
reducing the financial gap between Java and non-Java. The transfer of the national capital also 
carries risks, mainly due to its financing needs. Financing the development of a new city and its 
infrastructure, mainly as the center of government, contains long-term risks. The government 
should consider aspects of regional planning and land use planning to ensure that land use is 
efficient and potential inflation from uncontrolled land price increases is minimized. The House 
of Representatives should continue to monitor the development of IKN through oversight 
mechanisms, including Committee V (Infrastructure), Committee XI (Finance), and other relevant 
committees (Hasibuan & Aisa, 2020). 
 
Narrative Analysis on Twitter of the National Capital Relocation Policy  

Social media truly materializes or changes the human communication process. Before social 
media, face-to-face, group, or mass communication was the communication process. However, 
with increasingly modern communication technology, face-to-face connections between humans 
can be replaced by interfacing or interfacing with technological "terminals" in communication 
(Ligariaty & Irwansyah, 2021). Social media can become a discourse arena or a new public space 
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where individuals and groups can actively convey or respond to a phenomenon critically (Burke 
& Şen, 2018).   

In this study, Figure 3 displays the narratives contained in #PindahIbukotauntuksiapa, 
#IKN, #iknnusantara, #IKNSejahterakanIndonesia, and #Pindahibukota. The data in Figure 3 
comes from NVivo 12 Plus with the word frequency feature, collecting famous words on social 
media and counting them using Nvivo 12 Plus, with the maximum displayed in the analysis image 
being 40 words. Words that appear include "development," "community," "support," 
"infrastructure," "economy," and "impact." 
 

 
Figure 3. Twitter narrative about the IKN relocation policy 

Source: Nvivo 12 plus word frequency features, (2022) 
 

Figure 3 displays a narrative on Twitter related to the public's response to the policy of 
relocating the State Capital of the Archipelago. Figure 3 mentions "development and 
"infrastructure"; the policy is inseparable from infrastructure development. The law is the basis 
for IKN in East Kalimantan. The archipelago's capital city is agreed upon as a particular regional 
government unit at the state level whose territory is the country's capital city. The appointment 
of the IKN Bureau as the Special Regional Government of the Archipelago Capital is given to keep 
up with developments in the current digital era and to facilitate the implementation of all IKN 
developments (Pramono, 2022). 

Then, related to infrastructure, it is essential to move the National Capital because it will be 
a supporting facility for the area's development. The Indonesian government is committed to 
reducing deforestation and carbon emissions. The 2019-2020 net deforestation rate decreased 
by around 75.03% to 115.46,000 hectares compared to the deforestation rate of 462.46,000 
hectares in the capital city in 2018-2019 net deforestation. Kalimantan is one of the world's lungs, 
famous for its rainforest vegetation. The IKN development plan considers environmental 
principles based on the Ministry of Environment and Forestry's 2019 Strategic Environmental 
Study (KLHS) recommendations. All factual data, analysis, and planning of the IKN Master Plan 
will be checked for compliance with the Environmental Sustainability and Capacity document by 
considering population projections, biodiversity, food security, water infrastructure, energy 
infrastructure, and waste infrastructure. This compatibility is further deepened in the IKN 
Masterplan study prepared by the Bappenas in 202 (Mayasari, 2022). 

Furthermore, Figure 3 displays "community" and "support." These two words become 
related because they mean that the community in the narrative on Twitter predominantly 
supports the policy of moving the National Capital City (IKN) of the archipelago. A national survey 
media poll (median) showed that 40.7% of respondents approved of advancing the national 
capital from Jakarta to East Kalimantan. Economic justice was the main reason respondents chose 
to move to the capital city, which was selected by 13.5% of respondents. Overall, 12.3% of those 
surveyed indicated that DKI Jakarta's population density would likely be reduced due to the 
capital move. 10.7% said they would follow the government's decision. The next reason was 
reduced congestion in DKI Jakarta, which was chosen by 2.9% of respondents. On the other hand, 
2.7% of respondents stated that moving the capital would be a change for the better. The public 
opinion poll on the capital relocation plan was conducted from August 26 to 30, 2019.  
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One thousand people were surveyed. The sample was divided proportionally and divided 
by multistage random sampling. The study has a margin of error of 3.09% and a confidence level 
of 95% (Jayani, 2019).  

However, there is an interesting discussion regarding why the capital city relocation is 
challenging to implement. At least according to the researcher's analysis, due to the unclear size 
of the urgency of moving the capital city, which has implications for the issue of moving the capital 
city that has not become a public issue that can be accepted by all parties or existing stakeholders 
at the central government and local government levels. The government has articulated the point 
of relocating the capital city as a state institution authorized in governance. The measures 
provided by the government regarding the complexity of the problems of Jakarta that encourage 
the urgency of moving the capital to the chances of success and the benefits that will be obtained 
from transferring the money are dominated by studies from the government itself, which is then 
advocated the public to get broad support. The preceding has implications for the different 
interpretations made by various parties or stakeholders of the capital transfer plan submitted by 
the government. This condition opens up opportunities for other stakeholders with different 
variations to justify that the plan to move the capital city is an internal government issue that is 
deliberately made and has political elements.  

This understanding is in line with the existing reality where there has been a rejection of 
the plan to relocate the capital city expressed by various stakeholders, such as legislature 
members and community elements (Herdiana, 2020). The denial came from aspects of the 
government itself, such as the results of the Indonesia Development Monitoring (IDM) survey, 
which stated that 94% of the state civil apparatus rejected the plan to relocate the capital city (T. 
Hamdani, 2019). Various rejections are supported by empirical facts that have occurred floods 
around the Penajam Paser area, which the government will use as the new capital city area 
(Ansyari, 2020). These conditions have raised various reactions from various parties, ranging 
from what aspects are used as the basis for determining the new location of the capital city by the 
government to strategic guarantees of ecological disasters that may arise if the relocation of the 
new capital city has been implemented (Hana Dwi Djayanti, I Gede Sumertha, 2022). 

Furthermore, Figure 3 also shows the words "economy and "impact." The narrative on 
Twitter related to the policy of relocating the Archipelago's National Capital City (IKN) has an 
economic impact. The public has hopes, as outlined in Twitter, that this policy affects economic 
equality, which was initially only on the island of Java, to be evenly distributed throughout all 
regions in Indonesia. The relocation will overcome the problems of inequality and justice and 
promote particular economic and industrial areas on islands other than Java. With the 
development of the East Kalimantan Central Government, the gross domestic product is also 
expected to increase by 0.1 of gross domestic opinion (GDP) because it aims to utilize the 
potential of untapped resources. It will also reduce the socioeconomic gap between individuals 
and groups through a 0.23% increase in the price of capital and a 1.37% increase in the cost of 
capital, mainly through increased investment in the service sector.  

The prospective new capital city of East Kalimantan, especially Kutai Kartanegara, is one of 
the most significant contributors to foreign exchange for additional funds for the state budget 
(APBN). Kutai Kartanegara is the most essential contributor to East Kalimantan's regional 
economy. East Kalimantan has 5.2 million (ha) of mines, constituting 24% of East Kalimantan's 
land area and accounting for 26% of East Kalimantan's Gross National Product (GNP). Kutai Kutai 
is undoubtedly the wealthiest city in Indonesia when looking at Kartanegara's total assets. 
Besides Kutai Kartanegara, the new capital city, North Penajam, will be the next target. The policy 
of moving IKN to Penajam Paser Utara has excellent economic opportunities for the community. 
Investors will have a great opportunity to enter the industry. The city's economy then shifts to 
the goods and services sector. With the relocation of the capital city, many companies and 
investors are expected to invest in the Penajam Pasel Utara area to improve the region's economy 
(Bappenas, 2019). 

The relocation of IKN is based on DKI Jakarta, which now bears the burden of being the 
center of government and business. The relocation of IKN can boost the country's economic 
growth while keeping inflation low. Moreover, the development [of industrial areas will increase 
people's income, which in the future will have an impact on reducing the social and economic gap 
between Java and outside Java. However, the policy also has risks, especially in funding needs 
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(Hasibuan & Aisa, 2020). Relocating the capital city affects opportunities for economic equity. 
Relocating the capital city can achieve economic justice because it creates a concentration of new 
centers of economic growth at the national level, with the displacement of the destination 
population. A capital city relocation will affect internal and external connections and geographical 
changes. Through internal connectivity, economic development can lead to the development of 
other outer islands (other than Java), such as Kalimantan, Sumatra, Sulawesi, Maluku, and Papua. 
External connections will positively impact regional external cooperation in Southeast Asia, and 
more attention should be paid to the triangle of growth centers such as Singapore, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Brunei, Darussalam, and the Philippines (Taufiq, 2020). 
 
CONCLUSION 

This research was conducted to explain the policy of relocating Indonesia's capital city from 
the perspective of political support in parliament and public response on social media Twitter. 
Public policy has essential dimensions in the implementation process. The first dimension 
requires political support from working partners, and the second is strong and smooth 
communication with the community as recipients of policy impacts. The policy received political 
support in the dominant parliament. Eight of the nine political parties that have seats in 
parliament agreed to approve the IKN Bill into law. However, at the beginning of the IKN transfer 
plan, the government, as the policy initiator, had yet to gain political support in parliament and 
had minimal communication with the public. Thus, the IKN policy caused a powerful polemic 
among the people, even in the vortex of the parliamentary elite.  

Then, looking at the public response on Twitter after the ratification of the IKN Law in the 
form of content is dominantly positive. Since Jakarta has many issues, Twitter users like Indonesia 
may have a new capital city. The development needs to be evenly distributed throughout 
Indonesia. Furthermore, Twitter's narrative also showed positive words related to the policy of 
moving the national capital. The narratives built by Twitter users dominantly talked about 
community support, infrastructure development, and economic impact. Thus, the community 
hopes that the IKN relocation policy will have a good effect on the economy and that infrastructure 
development will be evenly distributed to all regions in Indonesia. However, this research was 
limited to only one social media as the data source, Twitter, to see the public response. Therefore, 
future research should explore public responses from other social media, such as Facebook, to get 
additional perspectives and a more complete discussion. 
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